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This year's Party in da House tournament was another resounding success.  This year marks the 6th straight year that we have been able to put on this tournament for the boys house players in SDMHA.

Below I've listed in point form some of the key highlights of this year's tournament.

1. Over 400 players once again participated.

2. Due to Ice issues the tournament was spread over 5 days instead of the normal 4.

3. The tournament this year received a fair bit of public attention from outside our association due in part to the RBC award.  CBC sports did their live sports broadcast with Shane Foxman on the opening day of our tournament.  The Pee Wee games were on live in the background.

4. Firstar performance apparel really stepped up and provided amazing sponsorship to our tournament this year.  They provided well over $2,000.00 in product for all our player of the game awards.  Plus they had our tournament listed on their web site and also had our Atom and Pee Wee posters on their web site.  I simply can not say enough positive things about how 

            generous Firstar was to our association.  This is the second straight year that they have helped
            us out.  The most anyone has ever sponsored our event.

5. The Hockey for Hunger food drive competition was also a big success this year.  Of the 25 teams participating in the tournament all but 3 contributed to this worthwhile part of our tournament.  I love that through hockey we are teaching our young athletes that it is important to give back to their community.  Now we just have to convince all of the coaches that it is really important that they participate in the Hockey for Hunger competition.  This year we were able to take over 1200 pounds of food to the Delta Food Bank.  A huge thank-you is owed to Lee Anderson for weighing all of the food and then delivering it to the food bank.   Lee has always been involved with the Party in da House but his year his son played on the Bantam A-2 team and yet Lee still showed up and helped out!!!

6. The tournament once again made a $500.00 donation to Canuck Place!!  Yeah!!

7. It is not the tournament's goal to make money on the Party in da House but this year I believe the tournament turned a profit!!  This is due in large part to the amazing prize raffle that took place and the revenue generated from it, and also due to the Sponsorship that the tournament received.

8. The winner of each division will now go on to represent SD in the Delta Cup against ND.

9. Each player in the tournament received a practice jersey, which was sponsored by Cowell Autogroup.  Each team now has half their players in white and half in black practice jerseys which should help out with scrimmages in practices.  The jersey's look great and we are very

            thankful to Cowell Autogroup for their generous donation.

10. People who were key in the organizing of this year's tournament are:

            Colleen Mathieson

            Terry Prefontaine


 Paul Prefontaine  

11. We did have a few issues with teams not entering their results on teamlink which caused an

             issue with Fraser Valley West.  Next year I will be more proactive at getting to the draft night
             for all of the teams to help explain what their jobs and roles will be during the tournament and

             that should help to clear up those teamlink kinds of issues.

12. A huge thank-you to Phil Alalouf for coming out and running the Atom skills competition.  Phil ran the event along with Tim Shumka and several Atom coaches and helpers.  It is the largest of the skill competitions and attracts a lot of parents and family!!  With experience at the helm this event could easily be a gong show!!  All of the skill events for each division went off without a hitch but we have decided for next year not to run the midget skills competition.  We get a poor showing from the Midget aged players for this portion of the tournament.  By not running the Midget skills we will save ourselves a bit of ice time.

13. Finally I want to thank and acknowledge all of the people who have helped out on this tournament for the past 6 years.  20 of us got the most amazing experience of carrying the Olympic torch and it is all because of this tournament and the awesome people who live in South Delta and who believe in what this tournament does for our youth and our community.  I am proud to be a part of it.

Respectfully submitted by:

Theresa Watts

