To all Members of SDMHA,

Although the 2009-2010 Hockey season came with many uncertainties, Olympics, possible shortened season, deletion of government funding programs, SDMHA still registered a total of 833 players, with the greatest increases in H1-4 up 9% from the previous season.  There were many volunteers— 159 rostered coaches and 107 support staff.  On behalf of the association, I would like to thank all volunteers and players for a job well done!  We continue to be financially secure; thanks to our gaming funds, and our reduction in expenses. 
We should also take this opportunity to look back at all of the positive experiences and social interaction that have occurred over the past 6 months.  The children have developed new circles of friends and new social skills.  Our SDMHA coaches and officials have been ever vigilant in ensuring the safety, well being and skill development of the players in their charge.  
For the 2009-2010 season we can celebrate several positive initiatives:

· The continued coach development for Hockey 1-4 coaches.

· Another very successful  “In Da house Tournament”

· BC Gaming commission for $100,000 grant.

· Continued commitment for skill development for players, coaches and referees 
· RBC Hockey Volunteer award to our very own Theresa Watts.

· Co-Sponsored a Women’s Exhibition Olympic Hockey game between Slovakia and Finland.

As a parent in the SDMHA, I have personally been fortunate to be involved with teams at all levels of the Association.  I have come to appreciate that the success of the team is not just measured in wins and losses, but in the interaction of the players, of the parents and of the coaching staff.  The coaches are volunteering much of their free time to insure the viability of the team and the development of the players.  As parents, we have a responsibility to assist ours child’s team in any way we can.  Not all volunteer positions on a team require hockey knowledge nor athletic ability.  I encourage parents to tell the coach or manager of the team that they are available to assist if needed by the team.

A special thanks to the serving Executives that I worked with over this past year and to Barb Herold, who has been with us for a number of years as Association Administrator.  Thank you again for your support and look forward to another fun year.

Regards,

Phil Alalouf

President

