2009 – 2010 Referee-in-Chief Year End Report

The 2009–2010 season was another good development year for referees in SDMHA. We had seventeen brand new and thirty-seven returning referees.  Again we ran our Atom C level with the three referee system, using this as our development level for first, second and third year referees.  This season we used a brand new Online Assigning website and it proved to work extremely better than the previous website that was being used.  This season we approximately assigned between 450 – 475 games.
Our training consisted of four on ice clinics for the first years, one first year referee clinic in North Delta, and one Level 1 – 2 carding clinic in New Westminster. We had the following instructors/mentors to help the younger referee’s development: Troy Westlake, Tyler Ingram, Shannon Butler, Ryan Hass and Ben Woodward.  We had a great Tim Jardine Tournament this season.  We incorporated more of our younger officials into the tournament with them having raised their game early in the season and finally being old enough to do that level of hockey.  
This season we had a problem with our Referee Committee Member for BC Hockey.  Our RCM was in and out of town throughout the year so at times was unable to be gotten a hold of, but luckily was available the times we needed problems taken care of.
There was again a shortage of Level 2 officials this year to assist in mentoring as well as reffing the Bantam level. Our program will only continue to strengthen as we have a good group of individuals that will become Level 2’s next year and an even larger group that will become Level 2’s in two years.  We do need more Level 2’s in the next couple years to have enough officials to sufficiently do the Bantam and Peewee Rep games.  This year we ended up using two or three officials from North Delta in Bantam and Peewee A. 
This year we went with four referee assignors.  It worked fairly well and the assignors kept everything organized and did a good job. The assignors were:

             Level 3 / 4 – Tim Shumka
Atom – Mark Kozlowski
PeeWee – Candice Gibson
Bantam C – Lesley Woodward
We are going to be able to send four individuals to the BC Hockey 2010 Summer Officiating School in Osoyoos this coming August. Last year we sent four to the camp and as long as we get the spots registered this spring then we will be again sending four officials to develop their skills and help bring back the knowledge to inform others in the association. This year we saw the benefit of the school in the calibre our referees raised themselves to.  They really improved themselves from last year.
We will be holding our year end party for the officials once the season is finished and once we have confirmed the Osoyoos Officiating School so that we can award them to the deserving recipients.  
I have appreciated the help I have gotten from everybody in the Association this season and in past seasons.  Thank you for the ability to transform the program into the successful program that I feel it has become and I know that it will be continued and hopefully will be improved.
Troy Westlake
Referee-In-Chief
