2009/10 Year End Report for Female Hockey SDMHA
It is my pleasure to report on the successes of the season for the SDMHA female program.  Our philosophy of developing female hockey players under the tenets of skill, teamwork, and competition, while remaining true to the importance of fun and friendships for the girls, is something all of our families can be proud of.

First and foremost our exceptional volunteers must be properly acknowledged.  Very few minor sports ask more from their parents than hockey does, and our leaders this season have been incredibly giving of their time, skills and patience.  The 2 Division Managers, Jody Worsnop and Diane Manojlovic have been invaluable “behind the scenes” heavy lifters, taking on a variety of endless job without complaint.  Thank you to you both for all of your efforts.  Joanne White (past Female VP) did a fabulous job with our ice scheduling this season and guiding me through this year.  Sandra Geboers, as a PCAHA League Manager, was a constant help with a little bit of anything and everything all season long, along with Jake Geboers.  Grant Wallace provided mentorship and guidance to our coaches off and on the ice as the Female Head Coach, running our first ever female hockey coaching clinic. These are the people who make the program happen by stepping up and helping whenever needed.  You have my sincere thanks.
The commitment of a team Head Coach is admirable.  You spend hours when not at the rink making practice plans, thinking about lines and organizing the little details.  You make yourself vulnerable to criticism from others (whom are not doing what you do), yet you continue to be at the rink week after week because you love the game and can teach our kids how to play it.  To Brette Taylor, Darryl Phillips, Rob Everett, Dan Hawksworth, Grant Wallace and Jeff Morrow THANK YOU VERY MUCH.
Likewise, our Assistant Coaches have been simply fantastic this year, supporting our Head Coaches and bringing skill and passion to the rink.  HUGE thanks to Brad Coates, Graham Worsnop, Mike Howatt, Fenton Davis, Chris Veeneman, Todd Jackson, Mark Timmons, Mike Cotter, Jake Geboers, Brent Lee and Wayne Okamura.
What can sometimes feel like a part-time job, the selfless moms who take on being a Team Manager deserve a giant round of applause from the rest of us, to Pam Baker, Daphne Seagram, Jody Worsnop, Erin Wells, Sally Ingram, Sandra Geboers, and Tara Stradiotti, my hat is off, thank you.

This season definitely had some rough patches due to the unusual scheduling dates and deadlines because of the Olympics.  A summer start, no adjusting Flights after Christmas and playoffs ending a month before the season ends are fortunately not going to be reoccurring issues. Everyone remaining flexible as some decisions regarding ice usage were made without precedent was important and appreciated.  
Other struggles had us once again battling short benches on our 2 Peewee teams.  The only sure fire way to avoid this is to turn girls away who want to play, which is not an option I want to explore but may have to. Due to our skilled players in Atom who could be affiliated up (and be provided with development opportunities) the benches just worked. We, as organizers, have to remember that not all of the players at this age are committed to hockey as their primary sport and that their attrition is felt most strongly by the dedicated girls who might actually benefit from a single larger bench.  There is no simple answer to this problem.
Our Atom girls played very competitive hockey in Flight 1.  It was an odd mix of long time players and brand new players, making them difficult to place after placement rounds.  Overall the team did well and had a lot of fun and I hope to see many of our new players returning next year.

Our “Pinks” (Novice team) had a very successful season with great goaltending and hustle from everyone.  Fun was the name of the game on and off the ice for these girls. 

The Midget girls played a good game in a tough Flight 2.  Their positive attitude and skill is to be admired.  Best of luck to our graduates!

The Bantam Girls have had an amazing season this year taking home both the League Title and becoming the Playoff Champions in their strong Flight 2 division.  At the Burnaby Tournament in November they took home first place and second place in the Langley Tournament over the Christmas Break.  Along with hard work, enthusiasm and a lot of skill I believe they have truly bonded as a team and will continue to strive on making the South Delta Girls Associations strong. We look forward to seeing the banners hanging, way to go girls!

Our season was filled with positive growth with the addition of GRIT, female coaches for the female game, goalie development, team jackets, a huge presence at the Olympic game at Sungod arena and our successful Giants night fundraiser.  Most excitedly our Novice numbers for next year are very strong. It is the beginning of what is necessary for the growth of the game in South Delta to eventually have a developmental and a recreational team at every level.
Online registration in May gives us time to work on our recruitment, especially at the Atom level, in April, and every Division is putting an all female 3 on 3 spring team forward this year.  This is an excellent barometer of the growth and success of the Female program. 
Have a great summer everyone,

Alison Everett

VP Female
